
Studying the Impact of Academic Ineligibility on
Student-Athletes in LAUSD Schools (Res-074-14/15)
Date Noticed: 4/14/2015 Date of Action: 5/12/2015 

Whereas, Physical activity, in the form of interscholastic competition, has been shown to be beneficial to a
student’s overall educational experience, including higher grade-point average (Fox et al, 2000; Burnett,
2001), increased likelihood for students to be accepted into college regardless of race, class or gender
(Shifrer et al, 2012), and improved mental and physical health (Harrison and Narayan, 2003; Burnett 2001);

Whereas, Athletics have served as a vehicle to break down racial and gender barriers in this country (Burnett,
2001);

Whereas, Other large interscholastic athletic programs in states like New York report that female high school
athletes are 92% less likely to get involved with drugs, 80% less likely to get pregnant, and are 3 times more
likely to graduate than non-athletes (Women’s Sports Foundation);

Whereas, Research suggests that participation in extracurricular activities may increase students’ sense of
engagement or attachment to their school and decrease the likelihood of school failure and dropping out
(Burnett, 2001), and it has been shown that at-risk students who had previously played a sport are much 
more likely to drop out of school than at-risk students who had not previously played a sport (Mahoney &
Cairns, 1997);

Whereas, Under California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) Bylaws section 205-A, student athletes who fail to
maintain a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.0 or above become academically ineligible to participate in school
sports and are many times removed from the teams on which they compete.  Additionally, if a school’s board
of governors deems it appropriate, schools may adopt a ‘probationary period,’ lasting not longer than a period
equivalent to one standard semester pursuant to CIF Bylaw section 201-A(1), in which a student can continue
to participate in sports while having the opportunity to increase his or her academic performance to meet the
state requirements;

Whereas, The CIF Bylaws section 505-A states, “Each Section shall adopt policies and/or establish procedures
that will promote, within its jurisdiction, equal opportunity for all students regardless of race, religion, sex,
national origin or physical disability”; and

Whereas, There is not research immediately available to determine whether a 2.0 GPA eligibility and optional
probationary period is the most effective and equitable policy to encourage student-athletes to maintain
strong academic performance, to meet the Los Angeles Unified School District’s goals for graduation rates,
and to maintain race and gender equity in California interscholastic competition; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Superintendent authorize a study, performed either by the District or an outside party,
examining the impact of the 2.0 grade GPA requirement on student athletes in the Los Angeles Unified School
District, and that that study should include, but not be limited to:

1. Data analysis of demographics of students who become academically ineligible;
2. Analysis of attendance rates for student athletes before and after ineligibility;
3. Analysis of academic performance for student athletes before and after ineligibility;
4. Analysis of trends in expulsion/suspension incidents before and after ineligibility;
5. Analysis of whether or not the ‘probationary period’ provides adequate intervention for students at risk
of ineligibility;
6. Comprehensive review of literature research related to alternative programs statewide and nationally;
7. A review and study of the effectiveness of the existing athletic intervention programs in the District
and comparable CIF districts;

Resolved further, That the Superintendent report back to the Governing Board of the Los Angeles Unified
School District with recommendations for any policy or program changes by June 2016; and, be it finally

Resolved, That the Superintendent report to the Board regarding the relationship between District policy
recommendations and CIF guidelines and regulations.

Sponsor: Steven Zimmer

Cosponsors:

Mónica Ratliff
George McKenna III

Moved by: Steven Zimmer

Second: Bennett Kayser

Votes:

Yes: 7
No: 0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
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